
VIRGINIA WAR HISTORY COMMISSION ;
. - WANTSCOMPLETEDATA ONRECORDS

OF HER SOLDIERS IN LATE CONFLICTT. 4*O /
»" ¦ .¦

.Only Few Links Missing i
Chain of Perfected Story En¬

acted on Foreign Fields.

RICHMOND HAS EXCELLENT
REPRESENTATION IN FILES

Other Cities and Counties oi
Old Dominion llave Shown

Prompt Response.

Nearly a thousand "picocs" of
source mat-rial from Virginia coun
^tics. collected for the Virginia \\i)/
archives, are listed In the first irtiji
plement published in the January is
sue of the Virginia Magazine if 111."
Tory and Biography.
This thirty-two page pi/nphlct wll

.¦¦ucn be followed l>y t./e second re
- port. listing about ye! many items o
. y,iir history mnte>fal collected fron
u >***+¦ Virginia ivtUS.
¦" The tliinl aye-lion «.f the report wil

)... a ritr.thvr pa:nt)hU:. giving titles
,, Jttfthor? hr!?f outlines of specla
*¦ hietoviej** of Vlr-inia military organ
: iza 11 o^fs ana of ili.ir;,- nn 1 con I rihu

tlo>»* 01" major impoi'tnvcc.
. .'-These thrive pamphlets, containin

about ICO iiaues of ti:les. will prao
ticaliy cover the War History source
nmte.rl-«i no'.v in the central archives
in Richmond. "

11 is probable that during this yea
tin* local branches anil tin- contribu
tors tylll sen.1 In a steady stream o
material, as many cities an.l conn
ties'have not yet'sent to the centra
office copies cf report * and d.cta now
in their possession. This will mean
a vast Increase in the archival mat
ter end in the material for the'tis
of the sectioji editors.
As the first fruits of the coming

harvest, however, the reports now
being issued have n special interest
and value, and s'iovv both the scope
and the admirable results of the plan
of the commlhsion and of the work
of the local members and special
writers.

Service Itpcord:* of Soldier*.
Over n.OOD service records of Vlr

ginia soldh.rs are now on liie in th
Virginia war archives. Of these, th
counties have sent ii\ more than -1,00
and the. cities less than S.niiO. Xor
folk, alone, lias sent.in 1,129 records
Richmond* 2lD', Petersburg 15;!. Hoa
ville 4J. Staunton 40 and Cliftot
Korge 3:1. N'o other city in the Stat
has sent in more than a score o
these service records.
nichtnond has recently distributed

through the co-operation of the po
lice and the colored citizens, abou
5.000 military questionnaires and th
local office is receiving many icturn
from this "drive." As th'.s pla
seems to promise s\jcces>; In Rich
tnond. it Is hoped that other cities
rf the State will begin simila^'"drives," enlisting the aid of the
American I.egion Posts, of the polic.
force, of the Woman's Clubs, of th
schools and churches or of the fra
ternal or community organizations.
This Is the most difficult and th

noke. C-, t.yliehburg ;>S. Charlottes jmost important task of tin- comtnis
sion. No other War History mate
rial can compare in value with th jrecords of the soldiers themselves
Th* apathy or indifference or modesty
of the ex-service men will not he
sufficient excuse for failure in tlii
matter. j

in any city or county an active [and determined campaign maintained
for thirty days will bring in hundreds
of these records. The central oftice
will work v. ith the local branches in
sending literaturcHjrtd speakers when
requested. .. .

It is folly if. discus's tin- need or
value of this work The skeptics and
quletists should have a change of
heart and Join the patriotic band of
rcd-blooderl men and women that are
hent on achieving thto service for
Virginia'* soldier* and for Virginia'*
fame.

Treasurer* <>f the Archives.
Ainonjj the i'>111 rlb.itions of special

valu'- that are le inn calendareti for
the third supplement of source ma¬
terial in the Virginia war archives
several have a 11. vv .* inl. iesl a> schol¬
arly and itirriiig narratives in addi-
tlon to their in rmanciit value as
archival material
The war «orl, report of the First

Christian Church, Disciple*. of .Nor¬
folk, covers sixty-ei«ht pages and is
a model that may well be followed
by other churehey throughout the
Stat'
..An army chaplain. Rev James II.
Uaughton, of the Three Hundred and
Nineteenth Infantry, now of I.aurel
Street Methodist <"h ir. h. contributes
his personal war experience:', tsomc
dozen paces of intens human inter¬
est, under th» title Tlu Cross in the
Tempest." Ills experiences range
from Camp I.ee to "li.al Man's Hill,"
and his topics range fr<>ni bombing
raids t.< religion »> ;< . 10:1. c>:iclud-
jng with "Thf Koldii r's If," one of
(he best blta of verse in the archive*.
Another story of persona! xperi-

t ences is the forty-seven-page i»tr:-
button of Captain Melville It <>>.n)>am.
Of the Three Hundred and T\\ ntieili
Infantry, giving interesting side¬
lights 011 the battles of the Meuse.
of Cunel and of the Argonne-le-Mans.
with battle orders, commendations
inciKnln. ,u'-
r The diary 01" Captain I.ucien R.
Cocke, Jr., of Roanoke, covering about

. 125 pages. i.» the m«t valuable yet^')'v deceived from a Virginia soldier it
covers the i>eriod from April, 1 !. 1 ?».
to June, 1913. and may really hV> call-

V-.x'( <jn one page he «en«l« his pay for
tvorlt at I'*"pper Tunn« 1 to the Mc-

; Conneli nic-tnoriai fund of the- l.'ni-
^/ver«ity of Virginia and on another

tells of "rotttn shooting on
V'.M»® sleeve.'" with all the details of

and Of pliotograph. liason.
«n»d combat 8'ghts that show the
mjly life of a lighter In the nioet ro¬

mantic service of war time.
Kv .''.Captain I'rank B. Varney gives

fhirty-«lx pages of the History of the
'

One Hundred and Seventeenth Trains,
formerly the Kiret and S<cond Com-
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THESE ARE" MEN WHO ARE DIRECTING
/COLLECTION OF OLD DOMINION RECORDS

1
Top row, left to right: 11. J. IOckenrode, S. C. Mitchell, Robert H. l'rentls, J. A. C. Chandler, Lyon O. Tyler, General Jo l.ano Stern.Second row, left iov right: Uahhi K. X. Cnliaeh, Arthur Kyle Duvis, Dr. K. A. Aldermen, James Branch ChIii'H, James S. Wilson.Bottom'row, left to right: Harry St. George Tucker, Thomas Nelson I'age, C. K. Kelly, lllshop 1). J. O't'oiinell, II. H. Mcllwalnc, J. P.McConnell.

panics, Virginia Coast^.Art iilery, Na¬
tional Guard, tracing tlioso organisa¬
tions from their respective }>.« n-
nings in Itoanokc and Lynchburg
through* Camp .Mills and St. .Nazaire.
through all their cxpcriencos to St.
Jiihiel. the Meuse-Argonno and the
army of occupatIon.

History of i:»lt! Infantry.
Captain Joseph c. Peek gives sixty-

one pages of the History ol" the .HSUh
infantry from its organisation in
1917 and training at Camp l.ee and
on the British front and in Southern
1'Yanee, iiirongti the pusses of the
Mciisc-Ai'ROnnc offensive io the with¬
drawal and return in 191't.
No manuscript history received by

the commission surpasses in interest
and value tli- History of the Third
I'.attalion of tho llGth Infantry, writ¬
ten liy Meut enant-Colonel |J. r,.
Opie, ot Staunton. This contribution
has thirty pngi-.t of narrative history
and forty pages of statistics, orders
and maps, with lists of citations and
decorations. It is tut admirable and
authoritative treatise, and lias been
adopted by tilt! ommission as a
model in suggesting to contributors
an effective plan of treatment.
Colon el ,1 ohn A. Cutchins con¬

tributes a forty-fivo-page "Narrative
of Kxperiences With the Armistice
Commission." This paper was pre¬
pared by reque: t of the executive
committee and follows in general the
lines of his address before the com¬
mission on this subject. In addition
to this unique contribution. Colonel
Cutehins is now preparing for the
commission the History of the "9tt\
1 »ivisiort.
Colonel Jennings C. Wise, .n his

"tfrief History of the 80th Division,"
gives a t wenty-ii vc-page sketch or

outline of the activities of (he ISlue
Hidge Division in a style marked by
vigor and conciseness. He traces

each military operation with a care

that lends -authority to his narrative
and gives a striking summary of tho
three Meuse-Argonne activities of
the division.
Among the.original manuscripts of

camp histories prepared tor the com¬

mission. the most complete is that of

Camp Wee, contributed in twenty sec¬

tions under the direction of General

A/d< Ibert Cronkhite and of General
Omar Hundy.
The history fit Camp Humphries,

cimpilcd by Captain C. 'i Durell and

forwarded by Colonel it. W l'utnam,
is remarkable for its interesting nar¬

ratives and admirable illustrations
and maps.

of war publications by Virginia
authors, the volume of "Kxperiences
of the i!reat War," by Colonel Asiiby
Williams, of ltoanoke deserves (irst
mention for its human interest, its
riticerity of style and its general ex¬

cellence.
Two citizens of Richmond, llerb< rt

T. Kzekiel end Gaston Kichtenstein,
have made a valuable out ribution in
tlu'r "World War S.-.Mon of tbe His-

utry of the Jews in ltiehmond."
Another contribution 'o the local

history i^' the book of Mr. W W. Cobb,
of th' Nottoway (bounty eommls>ion,
. nt:tU(l. "The K'.nal U>\t-i.' .-on-

tnining a I tod Corsn sketch as »\e!l as!
a roster of the Nottoway soldier.;. !
Bvcn a .random > -lection from the

files of the copimission would »i .--

close other material of timi'ar value'
and interest. Certainly, Virginia hni
never before made such a collection
of tlrst-hand material touching a war'
period.
A Klancc at the titles included it.

War History Commission Makes
Appeal for Old Dominion Records

A IlKl'OItT A\I) AX AI'I'IOAI..
Tlic call to scrvlcc comes to every patriotic Virginian.
Shall not Virginia have a full record of her noble part in the

great war.
Only through this commission may justice be done to the Virginian.",that worked and dared and-achieved.
Let no county or city of Virginia liavo to iucc Wordsworth's taunt toI'm tire:

"No master spirit, no determined road;
Hut equally a 'want of books and men."

WAM'KDi
All the Facts about Virginia in the World War
Thi Thoughts. Words'{l»d Deeds of Virginians in War-Time
The Narrative of All Military and Civilian Activities
The 'Kci-ords, Iilai ie.s..betters of Soldiers, Sailors, Marines
TJii- Full Histories of Virginia Military Organizations
Tlu- K'conomlc and Social Reactions of Oroups and Communities
The Honor Uoll of Virginians of Distinguished Service
Kvery Scrap of information for Virginia's War Archives

TIJl'J CtniMISMlOXl
A score of Kditors preparing tie Four-Volume War HistoryA 11 iukInil Contributors Treating Topics of Special Interest
A Thousand Members and Contributors Collecting Material

tilt* pamphlet of "Source and Materi¬
al Froin Virginia CountlOS," shows
many matters of general Interest.
Here the service records and citations,
tlie letters ami verses of "Virginia
soldiers i-1.1 .*«' check l»y Jowl with the
narratives and statistics of church
anil school, of finance and war relief.
This is right human stuff, No one
can deny that all Virginia, militant
and civilians, breathes from these
modest county chronicles of war time.
The four counties that have made

the most considerable contributions
to the State archives may Ik; named
i^ii the following order:
Fauquier Comity ha?, perhaps, cov¬

ered the field most thoroughly, as the
chairman. Mrs. \\". c. Marshall, has
sent in malarial under sill the sec¬
tions requested, save two. and even
this omission of the work of the
schools and of the churches, is, per¬
haps. balanced !>y tiio sixty-four
pages of newspaper clippings, includ¬
ing 150 editorials and 250 articles.
This will he most helpful to the edl-
tor of the section on Virginia com-
m unities.
Shenandoah County leads in the

two sections of Virginia ohure lies.
There are eij,'!it church reports and
about eighty original letters writ-
t< it by soldiers from Knglanri, France
and Hermit ny.

It tick Ingham County is perhaps
second only to Fauquier in the gen¬
eral results of its work, touching
r!«hl of the ten sections of local
hlsjory. Mere arc fourteen churc.h
liiestionnalres and 232 military re¬
cords. There are a half dozen manu¬
script letters anil some published
letters, but the material is largely
statistical, and is weak In the narra-
i ive side.
Surry County perhaps leads the

¦-t.itc in the quality of it.s narrative
r;..i Jt:< oii.o ietiois show d<s-

i initiation in selection, and its war
work narratives seem to cover the
field iiuite thoroughly. Some of the
letters may almost be classed as
diaries. '

Augusta County tout hen yevon of
I lie sec t ions, and reports are uglily
strong in* thu first and third sec-
t ions'.
Culjioper County sen<U an escellent

eontrlhutlon. under seven sections, In-
iud'.ntr 'i doners good wtlv letters,

li;<lf a doaion church narrative and a
good lYed Cross story.
Goochland h:u» done zood work

under six sections, with 110 military
records, thus surpassing l.oudoun
and Madison. where the work in
other sections is finite as good.
Norfolk County line 234 military

records, and is anionK '-it' best in its
narrative of the Red Cross, and of
war work.

Prince (Jcorge County sends pood
reports of the churches, and a d^y.oti
fetters of especial interest.

Princess Anne County sends one of
the best reports on Kconomic Condi¬
tions, and also on war work.
One ol' the shortest records in the

pamphlet is, perhaps, most worthy
of honor. It comes front one of the
email counties, hut this county has
the distinction of lending the whole
State in the most important phase
of history work.

Giles Cc^uity is the banner county
of the State in soldiers' records. It
sends a Red Cross History, and 4 72
military records, .a number far be¬
yond its quota In the draft. It has
set an example for the State.

Page County has a special collec¬
tion of eighty-seven clippings, large¬
ly soldiers' letters.
The next issue of the War History

Supplement of the Virginia. Maga-
zinc of History and IJiography will
be devoted to source material from
Virginia cities. Several striking
facts will appear In this pamphlet.
Norfolk has done a work of which

the whole State should l»e proud.
Two hundred and fifty pieces of origi¬
nal source material, all of thein in
admirable form, and not one of them
negligible I" local history, havo come
from the city by the sea. This list
of items will fill many pages of the
report and proper credit will bo
given in the pamphlet itself.
Richmond will probably Ite second

only to Norfolk in tl"< number of its
contributions and in its soldiers'
records. Its report covers only eight
topics, but is fairly complete in some.
Its report on war work under Mr.'.
O. T. \V. Kurn is not surpass, d in
the Statu and the public school re¬

ports arc especially good.
Newport News haa u valuable out¬

line newspaper history and a good
collection of^otters.

Petersburg ranks with Norfolk in
sending good material under each of
the ten sections. These contribu¬
tions are especially good under the
sections of Virginia camps, war

work and war letters and diaries.
Petersburg sends also a utiliiiie col-
leetlon of war-time verse.the only
one in the State.
Portsmouth has sent in twelve

church narratives, a full report <>n
the wurk work "f the- schools, eight
reports under the head of tconomlc
Conditions, a lted Cross Report in
eight sections, sixteen AVar Work nn.l
Relict ¦ »rganization reports, a Pre-
Wur story and other material.
Staunton is represented In seven

of the ten sections ami is especially
siting In reports under war work
auil relief organizations contributed
by Mrs. Alexander' F. Robertson.
Alexandria contributes good re¬

ports under seven sections, th6ae
dealing with churches, schools and
war work being especially complete.
VtrKlnlnim of IMstlnRUlithcd Scrvlce.
The following Virginians have been

nominated for the civilian honor roll:
From the State at large.Ex-Pres-

ident Woodrow Wilson, Ex-Governor
Henry Carter Stuart, Governor West¬
moreland Davis.
From Fauquier County.Judge

johij Parton Pnyne, Fairfax Harri¬
son, Oscar Terry Crosby. '

From Alexandria City.Mi^s Jes-.
fie Callahan.
From Norfolk City.Armislead Ala-

son Cooke.
Nearly every county and city In

Virginia has sent military records of
men who have received military hon¬
ors. decorations and citations, but in
gnly a few instances have llicso rec¬
ords been accompanied by copies of
citations and a written nomination.
Augusta County has sent in eight
.«uch nominations and the city of
Norfolk seventy-eight, Petersbuig,
seven; Winchester, seven, and thero
are a few cit'.es and counties with
one or two nominations for the
tary honor roll. The military record
should always bo accompanied by
copies of the oiticial citation, and
either a detlnitc nomination for each
man or, as In the c:«se of Norfolk, ail
records of distinguished military r.if n
should bo grouped and distinctly
marked "For the Military Honor
Roll" ^

t vr.w.iTwo countl-.s, Dinwiddle and Madi¬
son. have furnished the central or-
ftco with copies of their local honor
tolls.

, ,It should be emphasised.and t
cannot he emphasised too strongly-
thai. each local branch is expectnl to

recommend to the War History »'.-
mission any and nil persons from ...6
branch's territory who. In the opin¬ion of the local commission, hi"?
rendered "distinguished service, no
matter in what manner. I-ater. ot
course, these nominations wlll ho
passed upon by the chairman of that
section. Dr. Thomas Nelson Page, and
his associates: but tho sclect.pn or-
those Virginians hereafter to ho
commemorated as pre-eminently
worthy of hon<*r is a matter concur,.-,.g which the local commission
should feel groat responsibility.
The nomination of Virgin ans

"distinguished service" is thus o«£tho tm.nt imperative and Impor^ui-duties of commissioners throughout
the State: flnce it will he. If not OA.-
tirciy. certainly In chief, from the-

..rcwnK.f by tho lo«
branches that will he selected tho**
Virginians who will ultimately *.: <»"
record as having proven.in that
just-ended period of drastic trial
whoreundor so many have provon
worthy.to be tho very worthiest.

k vf-
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ABewildering Detective Story By Robert Orr Chipperfield
(Copyright. 19!«! Robert M. McBrldo 4; Co.)

(Copyright, 19:'0. l>y I'ubllc J.cdger Co.)

| Xl.II.
SYNOPSIS. .

, ,After two atruitKO il.-ilhs <u"1
sorloin uecldnnts In th? - J ome of
lllcliart) 1.01110. Uorry Odetl. u1,-U*lllterllvo. Ih Huuiliiouod, ana When *\e '
rouvlnccl !».» Iiiti solved t ,c *
he- nssoiiiblen all !li" iiiemb r« of tlu
hounelioid ami the "A*}'0lawyer- 1st tho room >'f "j'""1,0 ' 'i l ;Koine'* Mol-son anil a cripple, and Iih
thou nmUcw «!».-* person » ;l"Joining room, whom he suspects. "<¦
II©v© Ttannio I* i»olaom*«.
(Concluded From Last Sunday)
"Then tlio other* began to be afraid,

and 1 know and felt iny power! It
wrtfi «Vvoet to mo after the yon.,
when I hud been mutely tolerated,
f used to look around the table some¬

times and try to choose which nhould
l)o next: for they munt all go now.
and quickly. Kvcry hit of food they
put Into their iuouth3 meant so much
money out of ItannTe's pocket-money
which would help him to forget the
Injury 1 had done htm!

"1 had read somvwlK-re of a mir¬

ror falling «>'.» Killing ^nu' one;
and I thought of that heavy portrait
over the de>k in the library and how
1 could coax Gene to sit linger It; for
he would have been of age another
month, and 1 decided that he must
never get hi* Hand* on hU property
or It would he gone In a year.

./I was strong; nobody knew how
strong 1 was.

"Nobody known how strong I am.

A raucous echo buret upon their etir».
and for a moment the horrincd fusc -

,-ated gaze of tho others turned from
the crazed woman to the huge. case in
the corner, where Socrates danced
.xcltcdly upon '.ih perch and fait -

fully repealed the message, which he
had at some past moment <>f gloattn.
triumph learned from her Hps.

"I wa? strong* <>ut I couldn't break
that cable which held up the picture
until one day I ijvnheard a couple
of workmen nm< to mo in a crowded
car talking about a new electric (lie
and what it would do. I went to an

electric supply'shop and saw those
tiles; and one of them went away with
mo under my cape. although I had
asked for muI purchased only a
toaster. « though I might need a
6!g saw. too: and that 1 got at a hard¬
ware store over In Brooklyn. l.'o
you see how clever I am. No one
could ever know.

"I hid the tools up i" father'* room
until 1 got Cone's promise to go
through the letters of condolence and
persuaded him to ur-e that desk '.ha-
evening. Then in tlie afternoon when
every nno was out. 1 slipped down, j
locked myseif In the library, arid tiled jthrough the strand* of that cable so
t/iat they could -not hold more than
a few hours f.t most. After that I
did the cleverest thing of a!'.! I tel¬
ephoned to the first carp* liter's fchop
whoso number 1 could find in the
book Tor them to send tome one early
on the following morning to rehang
that picture, before any of the rest
ot the family were up. I didn't wan',
them to notice thoso tiled cable-ends,
and they wouldn't have if only that
meddlesome old lawyer there hadn't
suggested calling In the police.
ItTLMDN'T want that, not Just yet1 with only two gone; for Gene es¬
caped by a miracle. Nobodjw thought
1 had had anything to do with the
fall of that picture, though; I was too
clever for them. 1 reminded them
all that it was I myself who had ar-

ranged for Gene to sit there; and
even that didn't bring the slightest
Inkling of the truth to their under¬
standing!
"The police musn't come, not at

least' until Gene and one or two more
had been removed. I bad only that
night' in which to stop Klcliard and
this idiot Tltherodge from interfering
with my plans, and I hoped that they |
would fall downstairs and break their
necks in tho morning before they
could leave the house. That wish
brought a new Inspiration to my
mind, and I got iny lovely, bright
new saw and crept past tho room
where they were tnlklng ond sawed
through the top of the stairs.

"I never forgot a single detail;
ihat's why no one ever knew. I
gathered up every speck of sawdust
iynd took it to my room: and the next

mfcrnlng I burned it in* the tray of
the parrot's cage, which 1 had re¬

moved ostensibly for Jane to clean,
and hid th«- ashes in Gene's grate.
"That wicked Clssle was the means

of nearly bringing my secret to

light; and for that I determined that
she should b< the next to go. She
tried to ru.i away, and when
stopped her at the very doorvshe
sneered at my love for Itarnle. I
would have killed her then. I think,
only the young man from headquar¬
ters was in the drawing-room, and I
remembered in time that 1 must not
use strength. My seeming weakness
was the most perfect evidence In my
defense as long as 1 could keep peo¬
ple from knowing how strong I really
was." /
Mrs. Gael's words returned lo

Odell again, and with them a com¬
plete understanding of her attitude.
No wonder that in view of her own
former detention she dared not speak
and

*

proclaim the lunacy of this wo¬

man who. with the cunning of mad¬
ness, had concealed her condition
from all the real of the world even

while realizing ami glorying in it.
Kflie Meade had been swaying to

and fro in an ecstasy of triumphant
glee; but all at once she stopped and
glanced at the fragments of the cup
upon the floor.
"That, t^o, would have worked my

wjll," »ho muttered. "When Cissio
went into the drawing-room to talk
to that young upstart from the police
who was trying to discover my stecrct
I listened and heard her defame my
Marling, my ltannle. That minute de¬
cided her fate, but 1 was forced to
dissclftl)!'. . did not w.\nt her to d»o
as Julian had; I wanted her to suffer,
to fade before my eyes as hor mother
had: that mother whom she was so

like.
"I delved through Ttannle's booKfi

once more and found put about the
white powder and how easily it could
hi? obtiHned. 1 told the clerk In the
drugstore that I wanted .it to kilt
rits; and so I did! The rat* who
stood between my boy and the wealth
which I meant should be all his.
.,"I began to give the arsenic to her

the very next day, but It was not un¬
til Saturday that she showed the first

'fX.-~XV- V. . >
v
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effects. mid when Hhc complained I
rejoiced.
"But 1 conunneced to fear this

younk pollco ofllcor; not that he
dreamed mine wan Die hand., but ho
had probed into my sister's death and
her ron's, and discovered tho severed
picture-cables an tho sawn stairs,
'l'lils morning ho took from I'eters
tin; LirQth Intended for Olssle and
spilled It; and when later the doctor
put ine out of her room and took my
place. 1 knew they wero aware of
her real condition; and If I did not
want to fall as I huil In Gene's case
1 mum work <|iilckly.

"1 saved out enough anionic for a
death dose; and iiiIxIiik the rest In a
paste I Hproad It near a rat-hole In
the wainscoting of father's room.
w{iere Us presence could readily be
accounted for if It were found. The
powder I had saved 1 put In a fresh
portion of 'broth intending to give it
to t!iusie at the lirst opportunity, but
I was too careful to bring It up to hor
myself; i arranged for Peters to do
that, so that in M14- end lie would at
least be equally under suspicion with
the cook; for why should any one
think lhaj I. the devoted aunt, could
desire the death of my loVely niece?
"The opportunity come Just now,

and as soon :m the doctor left mc
alone with-her I rang for I'ciers to
bring up the broth." Suddenly the
woman's flgur" stiffened, and sha
pointed a shaking IlriKer at Odell.
"But for you. f'issio would now have
gone the way I pave*} for her; but
Peters knocked upon the door and
told me that you had taken the broth
from him once more and said that
you wanted It for Itannle, and In¬
structed hini to brlnit up more for
Clunk*. Kor Itannle! You would have
killed him for whom I had planned
it all:

"I saved him. though CikhIc and
the others sMIl live. Itannle, Kanuic,
I did it all for you; and though they
may rob you of a portion of the
wealth which (should lie yours, you
will still be richer than all; and I
have made you so!"

"Don't speak to me. you devil!"
l.oathln^ beyond the power of words
tilled his shaking voice. "If you were
not mad I could kill you as you sit
there! Murderers! You have done
me a greater injury than when 1 was
a child!"

"It v.u< for you! Tht> paled you.
all of them. They luutfhc<| at your
inilrmlty^ but I would have given
you the power to triumph over them,
every one!" ller tones rose once
again to a shriek. "(tannic, I love
you. love- "

The shriek ended suddenly In a
rattling gurgle; and she clutched at
her breast as the distortion of mania
left her face and a look of wonder
;iliot with pain toot< it* place. A
glow as of returning sanity suffused
tho staring eyes for a Heeling mo¬
ment. then they dulled, and her head
dropped forward 011 her breust.

Odell was by her side In an Instant;
but I>r. Adams was before him; and
the detective retreated a step a* the
physician felt tiie woman's limp wrist
and pressed his head against her
heart.
"She Is dead," he announced. "That

final paroxysm was too much for her
already overstrained heart, and It
failed. It was a merciful end."

"It was the germ 0f insanity born
in her, tho heritage from her father."
Dr. Adarps turned to lilake and Shaw,
"Help me lift her to the bod."

"Still. I cannot understand, ser¬
geant. how you llrst discovered the
truth."
Klchard Thorne was the speaker as

he, O n., Itannle, SanuieJ Tlthercdge
and the detective were seated In his
room on tin- following day.
"The point which puzzles me Is

w'hy I did not discover It at once."
Odell replied frankly. "The finding
of the saw and (lie In no obvious h

place as the cheat where tho other
tools were kept ought to have led me
to suspect the person who had as

obviously suggested that your step¬
son sit beneath that loosened por¬
trait, 110 matter how unlikely «uch a

supposition would seem.
"Miss Meade had had acocss to tho

Incubator iu which Itannle kept Ms
bacteria and to the medical books
of which lie had a store, and she had
been the only one to listen to hla
talk on the subject: she had been with
lier sister when Mr«. I.orne pricked
her finger with the Infected needle,
and she was the only member of the
family who was constantly at her
bedside, with unlimited opportunity
to reln/ect her until she died. She
as well as another might have slip¬
ped up to her oldest nephew's room

and. catching him off guard, slashed
his throat with the razor. The thing
which Hccpt mc more than anything
else from suspecting was the «up-
pos«d fact that a struggle must have
taken place, and only a powerful per¬
son could have overcome Mr. Chal¬
mers' strength; for I had been told
that he was a trained athlete ia

spite of the temporary nervouk con¬

dition which had pulled him down.

"Only a phenomenally strong poi -

son. too. could havo pried that pic¬
ture from tho wall and filed away the
supporting wires, to eay nothing of

wielding a saw hoavy enough to cut

tho long, sweeping strokes which f

noticed In the top step of the stairs.

.¦I recall now," Tltheredge remark¬
ed, "that you aaked mo when wo ex¬

amined the stairs, together If I ob¬

served anything else, and when I re¬

plied In the negative you said noth¬

ing more. What did you mean?"
¦ Tho almost entire absence of saw-

dust," Odell responded. "I traced It
afterward and, learned how It had
been disposed -of. Another thing
which led mc oft tho track was the
gruffness of the voice which spoke
to Kenny, the carpenter, over tho
telephone. Miss Meade's was low
and clear and softly feminine until
alio gave that cry outftldo Rannie'n
door when she thought he was about
to swallow tho poisoned broth."
"But how did you first come to sus¬

pect her?" Gone asked.
" I did not, until a few hours before

I triei) thiU little experiment; hut I

had already decided that a crazed
mind was back of the series or mur¬

ders and nttemptod murders. S«mo
one whom I may not name had hinted
to mo that a member of tho houae-
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hold was unquestionably Insane, and
n .111110 talk which I had with Mr.Tltheredgo hore confirmed tho possibiflly of It." Odcll met tho attor¬ney's eye and shook his head reas¬
suringly. "Oowii at headquarter*I'e.ters liad told us of a mysterious In-truder at tho hour of Mrs. Lome'sdeath, who passed up tho stairs tothe attic, and whom ho firmly be-Moved to ho a ghost. IIo did no seeit. Iiut caught a glimpse of tho lightIt carried and heard it say; "Tho first
one gone! So shall they all go. oneby one!"
"The she devil!" 1/Orne groaned

"Hut what was it that happened nfew hours before you tricked her Intobetraying herself?"
"With Hannle's lielj> I proved yes-tordny that your eldest stepdaugh¬ter wax being slowly poisoned by anMdniixturo »f white arsenic In herfood; and that narrowed the poesiblo

suspects down to Miss Meade. Mr.tlene Chalmers and the three ser-
vunts. During Ilia morning I heardfootsteps ascending to the very top«f the house, and something In tholr/telthy, almost noiseless tread re¬
called I'eters" story of the ghost to
my in I nd.
"On an impulse 1 followed; but lb.-

person ahead was nlwayg, Just beyondmy range of vision until I baited 1."the doorway of th«< storage-room. the
one with the barred windows. ThenI saw Miss Meade. 'With her frail,slender arms she was moving tw>huge, heavy trunks, which were piledone on top of the other; and sheseemed to put. forth no effort in atask that would normally require the
energy of two husky men. I did not seeher face at once; but when she turn¬ed It toward me the mask was off.and I know that my search was end-<<1 even before 1 heard her insanespeech: 'Kat thilt, my pretties. Ihave enough left for CIsale's last doseI'll fool them all!"
I "I made my escapc before she w,vaware of my presence, and decidedthat the only way to convlncc anyof you of her guilt would be to IrU-kher into betraying herself. Thr
greatest thing In her life was iterlove, or obsession, for Kannle; andI tu-termlncd to play upon that. 1gathered you In as witnesses, laid
my trap, and sprung It an you know.

"I would feel culpable in havingbrougiit on the nceno which resulted
In Miss Meade'* death, but there was
no other way to bring her machina¬
tions hii'ne to her; and Dr. Adams has
since informed ine her i-aso was in¬
curable and that future existence
would have meant for her a mere
tortured blank. Her superhuman
strength was. of cour.-c, a part of
her madness."
"She is better dead." Titheredge

observed in hit dry Judicial tones.
"It Is only a pity that !.«t malady
d'.d not manliest itself a few short
weeks ago; but we have-you to think,
sergeant, that she was prevented
from carrying out her hideous scheme^to exterminate the family."
"We owe you our lives." KloliJi

l,orne declared brokenly. "WltcnJthink of my poor wife I could
mad myself, and it is as well po,
haps that her sister* Is beyond m
reach. Sergeant Odcll, I shall not
speak or reward at this moment; but
you will not find me unapprrflat5ve
^f the masterly way In which you
have handled tli'.s case and brought
It to a successful conclusion, nor un¬
mindful t.r the debt that I and mine
owe to you."

Ode! 1 rose.
"It was only In the line of my

professional duty, sir," h«' said
iiuletly. "My one regret Hex in the
solution of the problem.that an af-
flicted, unfortunate member of your
own family should prove to have
performed the dreadful, self-appoint¬
ed work of those unseen hands."

TUB KM J.

PROVES ABILITY TO GO
UPON SPIRIT EXCURSIONS
(Continued From First l^age.)_

saw It. 1 then knew that I really
had been there!
"Another time J was sitting alone

in a strange place. I shut my eyes.
I found myself floating ofT. and then
I was nt the top of some stairs. In
front of me was a table with some
boxes and Jugs on it; it was a long
wide table! A most unusual-looking
place! I took up the Jugs and boxc."
and banged them about.why, I do
not know.and inada such a noise
dolnir this that I lost my concentra¬
tion and found myself at home again!
The next day I was asked to tea at
tin- Cottage Hospital of tho place. I
had never been there, and It took,
me some time to ilnd it. During tea
the matron anil a nurse, who had tea
with us,-told me that they thought
the place was haunted, as they had
heard such.sounds on the landing the
day before, but could see no one
when thdy went up "to It! After tea
they showed me around tho hospital,and what was my surprise to find
myself again standing in front of
the long table, whern the two strange
parallel passages ran along!" 'Here.' said the matron. "Is tho
haunted part, for It was here yester¬day that we heard the noises as If
some one .was banging theso thingsabout!'
"She then mentioned the time, and

it was the very lime T lind found my¬self standing there and had made
such a noise with the Juus and
glasses!
"On another occasion I tried to

find in spirit an artist friend I liad
not seen for some, time, and of whose
whereabouts I was ignorant. I shut
myself np in my room and took greatspirit flights in the form of huge cir¬
cles. which I nnrrowod and narrowed
until I found her! I saw her vividlyin a flash. She was sitting near a
marsh painting. I took down the
date and hour. Some few weeks
later I came across lier, but I left It
to her to say If she had seen me.

""I have had an extraordlnay ex¬
perience that will interest you. It
was on Wednesday, file day of

at 3:30 in tho afternoon. .1 jvaspainting in the marshes, and
what (lo you think happened, Sud¬
denly a very big. white bird (lew over
my head and vanished Into the marsh
in front of me. It came from no¬
where and went nowhere apparently.Can you ..explain !t? I don't know
what sort'of a bird it was, as U was
olio I had never seen before.'
"The date and hour this happoncd

were Uic date and hour I had seenher sitting painting there."
Column Conductor Dies.

CHICAGO. March 19..Hert TheaterTaylor, well known humorist and
eonnuetor of a column In tho ChicagoTrlbuno, "A Lino O' Typo or Two,"died of pneumonia at lila home hore
enrly today, aftor an Illness of two
weeks.


